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With Deep Appreciation … 
In this season of gratitude, all of us at the Addiction Alliance of Georgia send our best 

wishes to you and your family, along with our sincere thanks for your interest in and 

support of our bold new venture, bringing together Emory Healthcare and the Hazelden 

Betty Ford Foundation to tackle the pervasive public health issue of addiction.   

Learn more about the Addiction Alliance of Georgia.  

 

  

  

  
  

    
  

 
  

  

More than $4 million 
raised so far  

Since launching in late September, the 

Addiction Alliance of Georgia has 

attracted more than $4 million in 

donations toward its first-year goal of 

$10 million, including a recent $3 

million gift from the Robert. W. 

Woodruff Foundation.  

 

“The Woodruff grant is a significant 

leap forward for the Alliance and 

moves us closer to our goal of starting 

clinical services in Atlanta next year,” 

said Justine Welsh, MD, assistant 

professor of psychiatry and behavioral 

sciences with the Emory University 

School of Medicine and director of 

addiction services for Emory 

Healthcare. “It’s nice to know our vision 

is shared with generous supporters 

  The 

Exciting launch leads to 
widespread, ongoing 
media coverage 

Word continues to spread about the 

Addiction Alliance of Georgia. Our 

press release and well-attended virtual 

news conference announcing the 

Alliance on Sept. 23 sparked 

substantial coverage by local, national 

and industry media, and we are still 

seeing new reports in industry 

publications two months later.     

 

Among the latest: 

 American Medical Association 

Advocacy Update (11/13) 

 Behavioral Health Business (10/20) 

 Open Minds (10/28) 

 

Other notable coverage: 

 Atlanta Journal Constitution 

  

https://ww2.emoryhealthcare.org/bhc_addiction_alliance
https://www.news.emory.edu/stories/2020/09/addiction_alliance_of_georgia/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejzJh3A4Zx4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejzJh3A4Zx4&feature=youtu.be
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/stories/public-private-partnership-seeks-to-build-sud-treatment-network-throughout-georgia/
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/stories/public-private-partnership-seeks-to-build-sud-treatment-network-throughout-georgia/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbhbusiness.com%2F2020%2F10%2F20%2Faddiction-alliance-of-georgia-attacks-suds-from-every-angle-with-unique-community-based-model%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJJGardner%40hazeldenbettyford.org%7C6123311237d54e3aaae808d875cd755e%7Ca96c7675e55f47638a8ad913d611376f%7C0%7C0%7C637388872585637680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WNSU7Hz8LiUZPspV0V64MUwlwGJivD7Hyg39gbw9PEk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.openminds.com/market-intelligence/news/emory-healthcare-hazelden-betty-ford-launch-addiction-alliance-of-georgia/
https://www.ajc.com/news/emory-hazelden-to-begin-fighting-addiction-and-aiding-recovery/3G5LELXZ5BBXBOAELKNTPYB444/
https://ww2.emoryhealthcare.org/bhc_addiction_alliance


who want to expand access to care, 

improve lives and change the world. 

We couldn’t be more grateful and will 

continue our efforts to attract additional 

support throughout the coming 

months.”   

 

Half of the $10 million to be raised in 

the first year will enable the Addiction 

Alliance of Georgia to establish new 

outpatient addiction treatment and 

mental health services in Atlanta. The 

other $5 million to be raised will power 

the Alliance’s outreach, education, 

prevention and research initiatives.  

“We’re off to a great start and deeply 

appreciate Woodruff and the other 

foundations, families and individuals 

who have invested early in our 

ambitious, long-term effort to reduce 

addiction rates and improve recovery 

rates throughout Georgia,” said Nick 

Motu, Hazelden Betty Ford vice 

president and chief external affairs 

officer. 

Support the Addiction Alliance of 

Georgia – Donate Today.  

 

Why I give?  

“My family, like so many across 

Georgia and the U.S., has been 

affected directly by the public health 

problem of addiction and also the 

transformative power of recovery, and I 

am investing in the Addiction Alliance 

of Georgia so that more families can 

experience the freedom they deserve 

from this disease.”    – Frank Boykin 
  

 

 WXIA-TV (NBC Atlanta) 

 Georgia Public Broadcasting 

 Saporta Report 

 WSB-Radio Atlanta  

 WJCL-TV (ABC Savannah)  

 Behavioral Healthcare Executive 

 Kaiser Health News 

 

The press release was picked up by 

more than 120 news sites nationally, 

with a potential reach of 129 million.  

 

 

 

The Addiction Alliance of Georgia was 

also featured prominently in a special 

episode of Georgia Public 

Broadcasting’s Your Fantastic Mind 

series. The excellent show examining 

the opioid crisis in Georgia is now 

streaming on the national PBS website. 

Here, too, are select clips: 

 

 Emory and Hazelden Betty Ford 

medical leaders discuss opioids, 

treatment and recovery (8 min) 

 

 Addiction Alliance of Georgia 

supporters Karen and Frank Boykin 

reflect on their son’s recovery 

journey (10 min) 
 

 Introducing the Alliance (1 min) 
  

 

 

    

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.emoryhealthcare.org%2Faddictionalliance&data=04%7C01%7CJJGardner%40hazeldenbettyford.org%7C2f99c2beb853443ed87808d8985afd86%7Ca96c7675e55f47638a8ad913d611376f%7C0%7C0%7C637426863864221464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pSo5zDKaMTGhb7fdGhC9%2FMJ%2BYMp%2FBvUK19SThMZh9tk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.emoryhealthcare.org%2Faddictionalliance&data=04%7C01%7CJJGardner%40hazeldenbettyford.org%7C2f99c2beb853443ed87808d8985afd86%7Ca96c7675e55f47638a8ad913d611376f%7C0%7C0%7C637426863864221464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pSo5zDKaMTGhb7fdGhC9%2FMJ%2BYMp%2FBvUK19SThMZh9tk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/addiction-alliance-of-georgia-announced-to-combat-opioid-use/85-65d0f08f-2a6a-4abd-82b8-942adffb772f
https://www.gpb.org/news/2020/09/24/emory-hazelden-betty-ford-create-addiction-alliance-of-georgia
https://saportareport.com/addiction-alliance-of-georgia-launched-as-part-of-historic-partnership/
https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/report/c5d83734-546b-4e8d-8fba-882e56e32cc2
https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/report/c5d83734-546b-4e8d-8fba-882e56e32cc2
https://www.psychcongress.com/article/hazelden-betty-ford-forms-alliance-emory-healthcare-georgia
https://khn.org/morning-breakout/wildfires-expose-more-americans-than-ever-to-toxic-air-pollution/
https://www.pbs.org/video/opioid-special-1khz9n/
https://www.pbs.org/video/opioid-special-1khz9n/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9MA6PxTBGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9MA6PxTBGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9MA6PxTBGg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCTn6YVWngQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCTn6YVWngQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCTn6YVWngQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCTn6YVWngQ
https://vimeo.com/459503936/71f5639bfc


 

A Holiday Season Like No Other 
Substance use issues, need for services 
grow more urgent amid pandemic 

COVID-19, yes. But also economic pain. Loneliness. And heightened emotions around 

our social and political fabric, too. As families gather this holiday season—even on 

Zoom, or masked and 6 feet apart—or perhaps don’t gather at all, the usual stress 

associated with this time of year is converging with the stress of an entire year—

2020—that has made people feel more anxious and depressed, and is driving many to 

drink and use drugs more.  

 

The nation is in the midst of the greatest addiction and mental health crisis in 

generations, and as the Addiction Alliance of Georgia moves forward with fundraising, 

planning and ultimately services, we are motivated by the growing need for hope and 

healing in our communities. Consider the following … 

 

Drug overdoses have surged since the COVID-19 pandemic began. There was an 

18% jump nationally in March, 29% in April and 42% in May, according to Overdose 

Detection Mapping Application Program. An analysis of state and local health data 

through June found that drug deaths are up 13% over last year’s record number. 

Despite good efforts in recent years, the opioid epidemic continues to worsen. More 

than 40 states have seen an increase in opioid-related deaths. Meanwhile, alcohol use 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fhealth%2F2020%2F07%2F01%2Fcoronavirus-drug-overdose%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJJGardner%40hazeldenbettyford.org%7C282562becf6643b45b3308d87444060b%7Ca96c7675e55f47638a8ad913d611376f%7C0%7C0%7C637387182797505682%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Q2X8BBWNQ5dQYrfbCTSACS%2F43TPPO2L1uex6yFVyrFg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/07/15/upshot/drug-overdose-deaths.html
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/2020-10/issue-brief-increases-in-opioid-related-overdose.pdf


has also risen sharply during the pandemic, with heavy drinking among women up 

41%, according to the RAND Corporation.  

 

The CDC’s latest survey data indicate mental health issues, substance use and 

suicidal ideation have all escalated, with 41% of U.S. adults reporting such struggles. 

The related costs could eventually total $1.6 trillion, according to a new estimate 

published in the Journal of the American Medical Association.  

 

At the same time, help for substance use disorders is getting harder to find, and 

access to existing treatment options is limited. More than 12 million Americans have 

lost employer-sponsored health insurance coverage, and financial and other strains 

have caused many addiction care facilities, recovery homes and hospital-based 

addiction-treatment departments to close or shut down programs.  

Our call-to-action could not be more clear. The Addiction Alliance of Georgia is needed 

now more than ever. Learn more about the Addiction Alliance of Georgia.  
 

  

  

  

    

  

 

  

  

 

On the Horizon  

 The Addiction Alliance of Georgia 

has finalized an agreement to 

implement Building Assets, 

Reducing Risks (BARR), a 

comprehensive, strengths-based 

prevention program, at a large, 

Atlanta-area high school. Please 

watch for a public announcement 

with the exciting details.  

 

 We will soon bid 

farewell to Mark 

Rapaport, M.D., 

co-creator of the 

Addiction 

Alliance of 

Georgia. The 

    

 

News & Notes 

 Promising outcomes for virtual 

outpatient addiction care 

 

 New York  Times: A.A. to Zoom, 

addiction treatment goes online 

 

 Washington Post: How to talk to 

loved ones when you’re worried 

about their mental health 
 

 Emory to host live webcast with the 

Dalai Lama 
 

 Chicago Tribune: Isolation can 

make staying sober hard during 

pandemic-tainted holidays. Here 

are 5 things to keep in mind. 
 

  

https://www.rand.org/news/press/2020/09/29.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6932a1.htm
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2771764
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/health-insurance-coronavirus-pandemic-12-million-lost-employer-sponsored/
https://www.thenationalcouncil.org/press-releases/demand-for-mental-health-and-addiction-services-increasing-as-covid-19-pandemic-continues-to-threaten-availability-of-treatment-options/
https://ww2.emoryhealthcare.org/bhc_addiction_alliance
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/about-us/news-media/press-release/virtual-treatment-outcomes
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/about-us/news-media/press-release/virtual-treatment-outcomes
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/28/health/covid-substance-abuse-treatment.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/28/health/covid-substance-abuse-treatment.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/wellness/mental-health-suicide-help-covid/2020/11/30/af45a7a6-2e88-11eb-96c2-aac3f162215d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/wellness/mental-health-suicide-help-covid/2020/11/30/af45a7a6-2e88-11eb-96c2-aac3f162215d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/wellness/mental-health-suicide-help-covid/2020/11/30/af45a7a6-2e88-11eb-96c2-aac3f162215d_story.html
https://news.emory.edu/stories/2020/12/er_dalai_lama_webcast/campus.html
https://news.emory.edu/stories/2020/12/er_dalai_lama_webcast/campus.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-cb-coronavirus-thanksgiving-recovery-isolation-20201126-x2dgcdgmlbaedglrvp62bs5ozu-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-cb-coronavirus-thanksgiving-recovery-isolation-20201126-x2dgcdgmlbaedglrvp62bs5ozu-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-cb-coronavirus-thanksgiving-recovery-isolation-20201126-x2dgcdgmlbaedglrvp62bs5ozu-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/coronavirus/ct-cb-coronavirus-thanksgiving-recovery-isolation-20201126-x2dgcdgmlbaedglrvp62bs5ozu-story.html


Reunette W. Harris Professor and 

Chair of the Department of 

Psychiatry and Behavioral 

Sciences at the Emory University 

School of Medicine has been 

named CEO of the new Huntsman 

Mental Health Institute and Chair of 

the Department of Psychiatry at the 

University of Utah School of 

Medicine. Dr. Rapaport says he 

looks forward to watching the 

Alliance grow in its scale and 

impact, and we are deeply grateful 

for his strategic leadership! 
  

 

 Remembering Congressman Jim 

Ramstad, a champion for recovery 
 

 William C. Moyers hosts thought-

provoking interview series: Let's 

Talk  Addiction & Recovery 
 

 Support Program for Families 

Affected by Addiction Now 

Available Nationwide at No Cost 
 

 Mpls/St. Paul Business Journal: 

Hazelden Betty Ford’s Mishek 

Among 2020 Most Admired CEOs 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Meet the Team  
Editor’s Note: In upcoming communications, we’ll continue to introduce Addiction 

Alliance of Georgia team members, key contributors and supporters . 

 

For William C. Moyers, the creation of the Addiction Alliance of Georgia closes a 

remarkable circle in his own journey of recovery.  Twenty-six years ago, in October 

1994, William—then a journalist for CNN who also happened to struggle mightily with 

addiction—was rescued from a crack house in Atlanta by people who wouldn’t give up 

on him after another relapse, even when he had given up on himself. Among those who 

helped William get back to treatment and eventually back to the recovery community he 

   

https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/about-us/news-media/press-release/jim-ramstad-legacy
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/about-us/news-media/press-release/jim-ramstad-legacy
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/professionals/resources/podcasts
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/professionals/resources/podcasts
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/professionals/resources/podcasts
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/treatment/family-children/family-program
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/treatment/family-children/family-program
https://www.hazeldenbettyford.org/treatment/family-children/family-program
https://bizj.us/1q7luy
https://bizj.us/1q7luy
https://bizj.us/1q7luy


had previously established in Minnesota was his dad, famed PBS newscaster Bill 

Moyers, and his boss, CNN President Tom Johnson, who also loved William like a son.  

  

Almost a quarter century later, in 2018, William found himself back in Atlanta talking to 

Tom Johnson once again – only this time he was a proud father of three grown 

children, best-selling author, well-known national recovery advocate, and vice president 

at the Minnesota-based Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation, the nation’s leader in 

addiction treatment, recovery resources and related education, advocacy and research. 

“We want to do for addiction treatment what we did for the Olympics in 1992,” Tom told 

William. “We want to bring Hazelden Betty Ford to Atlanta.” From that call-to-action was 

birthed what became a partnership with Georgia’s Emory Healthcare, one of the 

nation’s leading health systems. Two years later, the Addiction Alliance of Georgia is a 

reality – infused with the hope and healing of William’s own recovery odyssey and the 

inspired motivation of his loving friend Tom, who was able to see firsthand how 

recovery can transform a person, a family and entire communities.  

 

 

 
 

 

AddictionAllianceOfGeorgia.org 
 

    
 

 
 

https://ww2.emoryhealthcare.org/bhc_addiction_alliance
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.emoryhealthcare.org%2Faddictionalliance&data=04%7C01%7CJJGardner%40hazeldenbettyford.org%7C2f99c2beb853443ed87808d8985afd86%7Ca96c7675e55f47638a8ad913d611376f%7C0%7C0%7C637426863864221464%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pSo5zDKaMTGhb7fdGhC9%2FMJ%2BYMp%2FBvUK19SThMZh9tk%3D&reserved=0
https://ww2.emoryhealthcare.org/bhc_addiction_alliance

